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WELCOME & INTRODUCTION

Your hot tub invests in your relaxation moments and
wellness through its multiple features; however, the
improper usage of an inadequate cover might force you
to spend additional money for maintenance operations. A
spot-on hot tub cover selection provides the best energy
efficiency benefits, together with spa protection, for
increased durability.

This comprehensive guide provides essential information
that will enable you to choose the best replacement hot
tub cover properly. This article guides the reader through
all vital aspects, including measurement methods and
materials, as well as accessories and care instructions to
select the optimal hot tub cover.

People who search for the best hot tub cover need to visit
hottubcoverspot.com to explore their high

quality options. Discover our high-quality hot tub covers
at the site hottubcoverspot.com to select the ideal
option suitable for your needs.
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WHY A QUALITY HOT TUB COVER MATTERS

A quality hot tub cover is essential for several reasons, as it impacts not only the performance
and longevity of your hot tub, but also your safety, energy efficiency, and overall experience.
Here are the key reasons why investing in a high-quality hot tub cover matters:

Energy Efficiency & Cost Savings

A well-insulated hot tub cover serves multiple purposes, as it sustains water temperature
while reducing the amount you pay for energy. The lack of a properly fitting hot tub cover
allows thermal energy to quickly dissipate, thus activating your hot tub heating system to
maintain the wanted temperature. More energy usage due to insufficient insulation results in
higher electricity expenses and damaging wear on your spa units.

Safety Considerations

The primary reason to install hot tub covers is their ability to prevent people from falling into
accidents. Young children, together with pets, exhibit natural curiosity so open hot tubs
without security features become possible dangers due to their explorative nature. Strong
straps combined with locking mechanisms on quality covers keep the hot tub completely
secure from unauthorized access when homeowners are not using it.

Protecting Your Hot Tub

Hot tubs experience exposure to external elements that control both water purity as well as
product components’ enduring properties. A premium hot tub cover functions as both a
shield and a barrier to safeguard water from getting contaminated by elements such as
dirt, twigs, and branches. The installation of a cover reduces both water change
requirements and chemical intake to sustain balanced water conditions.

Extending The Life Of Your Hot Tub

The main reason hot tub covers extend the life of your spa is through their ability to stop
water from evaporating. The removal of essential chemicals during the process of water
evaporation disrupts both water pH and alkalinity balance. Such conditions lead to the
deterioration of your hot tub heaters, alongside pumps and jets. A properly fitted spa cover
decreases evaporation and protects your spa water chemistry, thus lowering the
operational strain on your spa’s components.
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WHERE TO START?

How do you go about selecting the proper cover for your hot tub.

There are 5 basic steps to finding the right hot tub cover for you. Selecting the following
elements ensures a properly fitting cover for your environment and hot tub.

1. Shape

2. Skin Material/Color

3. Foam Density and Taper
4. Upgrades to Consider

5. Measuring Your Cover

1. SHAPE

The first place to start is when purchasing your custom hot tub is to figure out what shape of hot
tub you have. This will help you narrow down the most basic and critical elements to selecting
the right cover
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Hot tub covers come in various shapes to fit different types of hot tubs, and each shape is

designed to ensure safety, energy efficiency, and protection from the elements. The main hot
tub cover shapes include:

A. Square Covers
Shape: A simple, square design that fits most hot tubs with a square or rectangular shape.

Fit: Ideal for standard, hot tubs. Square covers are the most common and easiest to find.
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B. Rectangular Covers

Shape: Similar to square covers but designed for longer, rectangular hot tubs.
Fit: Best for hot tubs that are rectangular in shape, offering a perfect match
C. Round or Circle Covers

Shape: These covers are circular to fit round hot tubs.

Fit: Ideal for round or circular hot tubs. The round shape helps the cover conform closely to the
tub’s edge.

D. Hexagonal Covers
Shape: Six-sided, often used for hot tubs with a more unique or custom design.

Fit: Best for hot tubs with an irregular shape, such as octagonal or custom designs.

E. Custom or Special Shapes

Shape: Any non-standard design, such as oval, L-shaped, or custom configurations.

Fit: Tailored specifically for hot tubs with unusual shapes or non-traditional layouts.
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2. SKIN MATERIAL/COLOR

When choosing a hot tub cover, you'll often come across terms like Weather Shield and Vinyl.
Both materials are commonly used for hot tub covers, but they have distinct differences in
terms of durability, protection, and performance. With the selection of material type, will also
come many peoples favorites selection; the color of your cover. Each material choice comes
with it own choice of colors with vinyl offering many more colors then Weathershield.
Therefore, this might be a factor in your decision.

Let’s break down Weather Shield and Vinyl covers to help you understand which one might be
the better choice for your hot tub.

Vinyl Hot Tub Covers

What It Is:

Vinyl is a synthetic material commonly used for hot tub covers, due to its durability and
resistance to water. It's often used as the outer shell of hot tub covers, providing a waterproof
layer that helps keep moisture out.

Benefits of Vinyl Covers:

« Waterproof: Vinyl is highly water-resistant, preventing moisture from soaking into the cover
and maintaining its insulating properties.

« UV Resistance: High-quality vinyl can be treated to resist UV rays, helping to protect your hot
tub cover from the sun’s harmful effects, such as fading or cracking.

« Durability: Vinyl is tough and resistant to tearing, which makes it long-lasting and capable of
withstanding wear and tear, especially in harsh outdoor conditions.

« Maintenance: It is relatively easy to clean and maintain, often requiring just a wipe-down with
soap and water to remove dirt and debris.

Drawbacks:
« Not Fully Breathable: While vinyl is waterproof, it doesn't allow for air circulation, which can

sometimes lead to moisture build-up beneath the cover, potentially causing mold or mildew
over time.

« Flexibility: Over time, vinyl can become stiff or brittle, especially in extreme cold temperatures,
-making it more difficult to handle.
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Weather Shield Hot Tub Covers

What It Is:

A "Weather Shield" cover typically refers to a cover that has been specifically designed to
withstand all weather conditions. These covers are often made with multiple layers of material,
which may include vinyl as an outer layer, but also feature additional protective elements like
weather-resistant fabric or a coating that offers enhanced protection.

Benefits of Weather Shield Covers:

« All-Weather Protection: Weather Shield covers are typically built to provide superior protection
against a wider range of environmental conditions, including heavy rain, snow, high winds, and
extreme temperatures.

« Breathability: Many Weather Shield covers are designed to be more breathable than vinyl
alone, which helps prevent the buildup of moisture and mold underneath the cover. This is
important in areas with high humidity or damp conditions.

« UV Protection: In addition to being waterproof, Weather Shield covers often come with
enhanced UV-resistant coatings, ensuring they won't fade or degrade as quickly as standard
vinyl when exposed to sunlight.

« Insulation: These covers often feature enhanced insulation layers to better trap heat, which
can help keep your hot tub warm and reduce energy costs.

Drawbacks:

« Higher Cost: Due to the additional layers and more advanced materials, Weather Shield
covers can be more expensive than standard vinyl covers.

« Heavier Weight: With extra layers and materials, Weather Shield covers can sometimes be
heavier than their vinyl counterparts, making them more challenging to remove and replace.

Which One Is Right for You?

Choose a Vinyl Cover If:

+ You want a cost-effective solution.

+ Youlive in a relatively mild climate with minimal extreme weather.
* You prioritize ease of maintenance and a simpler design.

« You're looking for a straightforward, durable option for protection.

Choose a Weather Shield Cover If:

+  You need a cover that provides superior protection against all types of weather (snow,
rain, intense sun, etc.).

« You live in an area with extreme weather conditions or fluctuating temperatures.

* You want to reduce the risk of moisture buildup and mold under the cover.

« You're willing to invest a bit more for enhanced protection and energy efficiency.



Hot Tub Cover Spot

Conclusion:

Both vinyl and Weather Shield covers offer important benefits, but the choice ultimately
depends on your climate, budget, and how much protection you need. If you're looking for
basic, reliable protection and don't mind occasional maintenance, vinyl might be the right
choice. However, if you're looking for a premium, all-weather solution with better breathability
and enhanced protection, a Weather Shield cover could be the better investment.

3. FOAM DENSITY AND TAPER

Foam Density

1lb

Included

1.51b

Recommended

21b
Best Choice

When selecting a hot tub cover, foam density plays a crucial role in its performance,
particularly in terms of insulation, durability, and energy efficiency. The foam density
refers to how tightly packed the foam material is, typically measured in pounds per
cubic foot (Ibs/ft2). Higher foam density means more material and better insulation,
while lower density foam tends to be lighter but less effective at insulating.

Key Aspects of Foam Density for Hot Tub Covers

Insulation Efficiency:

« Higher Foam Density = Better insulation. The denser the foam, the more it can trap air and
prevent heat from escaping. This means a cover with higher-density foam will help keep
your hot tub water warmer and reduce energy costs.

» Lower Foam Density = Less insulation. While lower-density foam is lighter and cheaper, it
won't insulate as effectively, leading to higher heating costs and more energy consumption.
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Durability:

Higher Density Foam (typically 2 Ib or higher) is more durable and resistant to
compression, meaning it won't flatten out as quickly under pressure (like snow or the
weight of people stepping on it). It maintains its shape and insulating ability longer,
providing better long-term performance.

Lower Density Foam (around 1.0 Ib) can degrade more quickly, leading to sagging or
reduced insulation. Over time, the foam may compress, reducing its insulating properties
and making the cover less effective at keeping in heat.

Weight and Handling:

Higher Foam Density = Heavier. While better for insulation, denser foam makes the cover
heavier, which can make it more difficult to lift or handle. This can be mitigated with a cover
lifter system (a tool that helps lift and remove the cover more easily).

Lower Foam Density = Lighter. While this makes the cover easier to handle, it also means less
insulation, which might lead to higher heating costs.

Energy Efficiency:

Higher Foam Density = More energy-efficient. With better insulation, less heat escapes,
meaning your hot tub’s heating system doesn’'t have to work as hard. This leads to lower
utility bills over time, especially if you regularly use the hot tub.

Lower Foam Density = Less energy-efficient. More heat escapes from the hot tub, causing
the heater to cycle on more frequently, which increases energy consumption.

Common Foam Densities for Hot Tub Covers

1.0 Ib Foam (Standard):

This is often used in budget-friendly covers. While it's cheaper and lighter, it offers minimal
insulation and degrades faster. It's best suited for warmer climates where energy efficiency
isn't as critical.

1.5 Ib Foam (Upgrade)

1.5 Ib foam is the industry standard for most hot tub covers. It strikes a balance
between insulation, durability, and ease of handling. This density provides excellent
energy efficiency and maintains its shape and insulating properties for a long time.
It's a great choice for most climates and offers a solid return on investment.

2 Ib Foam (Premium):

2 Ib foam is a high-density option, offering superior insulation and long-lasting
durability. It is excellent for colder climates or hot tubs used frequently, as it offers the
best heat retention and energy savings. However, it can be significantly heavier, making it
more difficult to handle without a lifter
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Choosing the Right Foam Density for Your Hot Tub Cover

For Mild Climates (1.0 Ib):

« If you live in an area where the weather doesn’'t get too cold, and you're looking for an
affordable option, a 1.5 Ib cover could be sufficient. Just keep in mind that energy efficiency
may not be as good.

For Standard Use (1.5 Ib):

« A15Ib cover is ideal for most users and climates. It provides a good balance of insulation,
durability, and ease of handling. This is the most common foam density for hot tub covers
and offers decent energy savings.

For Cold Climates or High-Use (2.0 Ib):

« If you live in a region with harsh winters or use your hot tub frequently, a 2.0 Ib cover will offer
superior insulation, heat retention, and energy efficiency. However, be prepared for a
heavier cover and possibly the need for a lifter system.

Taper
2-4" 3-5" 4-6"
Basic Thick Extra-Thick
Included Recommended Best Choice

When selecting a tapered hot tub cover, you may come across different taper ratios, typically
described as 4-2, 5-3, and 6-4. These ratios represent the foam thickness at the center of the
cover versus the foam thickness at the edges. Understanding these differences can help you
choose the right cover based on your hot tub’s needs, the climate, and energy efficiency goals.
Let's break down each of these taper ratios:

4-2 Tapered Cover

« Description: This means the foam at the center of the cover is 4 inches thick, and it tapers
down to 2 inches thick at the edges.

« Ideal for: This taper is typically used in moderate climates or for hot tubs that aren't used
as frequently. It provides a good balance of insulation without being overly heavy.

« Energy Efficiency: Still provides decent insulation, enough to retain heat and keep the hot
tub water warm.

+  Weight: Relatively lightweight, making it easier to handle and remove.

« Considerations: It might not offer the best insulation in colder climates where more heat
retention is required.
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5-3 Tapered Cover

« Description: The foam is 5 inches thick in the center and tapers down to 3 inches thick at
the edges

« Ideal for: This taper ratio is commonly used in moderate to colder climates, and for hot tubs
that are used more frequently. It offers a higher level of insulation than a 4-2 taper.

« Benefits:

« Better Insulation: The 5-inch center thickness ensures better heat retention, making it a
good choice for areas with mild winters or for frequent hot tub users.

« Durability: The extra foam thickness adds to the durability, as it resists sagging and
compressing under the weight of rain, snow, or debris.

« Energy Savings: Better insulation means more energy efficiency, helping you save on
heating costs.

« Considerations: It's a bit heavier than the 4-2 taper, but still manageable with proper cover
lifters.

6-4 Tapered Cover

« Description: The foam is 6 inches thick in the center and tapers down to 4 inches thick at
the edges.

- Ideal for: This taper is ideal for colder climates or for hot tubs that are used frequently
throughout the year. It provides the highest level of insulation and heat retention.

« Benefits:

« Superior Insulation: The 6-inch thickness at the center ensures excellent heat retention,
which is especially important in cold weather. It helps to prevent heat loss, making it
more energy-efficient.

«  Maximum Durability: With thicker foam, this cover is designed to last longer and resist
sagging or compression over time, even in extreme conditions.

+ Energy Efficiency: More insulation means greater energy savings, as the hot tub will
maintain its temperature for longer, reducing the need for the heater to kick on

« Considerations: The cover will be heavier and may require a cover lifter system to make
removal and replacement easier. This is something to consider if you need to move the
cover frequently.

Conclusion: Which Taper is Right for You?

« Choose the 4-2 Tapered Cover if you live in a milder climate or don't use your hot tub
every day. It offers a good balance of insulation and weight, perfect for occasional use
where energy efficiency isn’t the top priority.

+ Choose the 5-3 Tapered Cover if you're in a moderate to slightly colder climate or if your
hot tub is used more regularly. The 5-3 taper provides better insulation and durability
than the 4-2, making it a great middle-ground choice.

+ Choose the 6-4 Tapered Cover if you live in a cold climate or use your hot tub frequently.
This cover offers the best insulation, protecting against heat loss in extreme cold and
providing long-term durability, although it will be heavier.
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The right choice depends on your climate, how often you use your hot tub, and your energy
efficiency goals. For most users in moderate climates, a 5-3 tapered cover is often the “sweet
spot” - balancing insulation, weight, and durability.

4. UPGRADES TO CONSIDER

Dual Extreme Vapor Barrier

Explanation:

A Dual Extreme Vapor Barrier hot tub cover refers to a
specialized component in the hot tub cover designed
to provide superior insulation and moisture resistance
for your hot tub. The "dual” part typically refers to the |
use of two layers of vapor barrier material, which helps |
enhance its effectiveness in keeping the hot tub'’s heat
in while preventing moisture from seeping into the
cover material. This keeps the cover from getting
heavy and “water logging” over time by reducing
water saturation and absorption into the foam.

Benefit:

A Dual Extreme Vapor Barrier hot tub cover is a great
choice for those seeking superior insulation and
moisture protection, especially in areas with extreme
weather or high humidity. The additional layer of vapor
barrier provides better heat retention and longer
lasting durability by preventing foam saturation, mold,
and mildew buildup. While it may come at a higher
initial cost, the long-term energy savings and
extended cover life make it a solid investment for your
hot tub.
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Energy Shield

Explanation:

The energy shield is an additional layer of insulation
that helps keep the heat inside the hot tub, reducing
the load on your heating system. The energy shield

upgrade offers an extra layer in efficiency. It is a heat e i

reflective material on the underside of the cover that Rl it e st
reflects heat back into your spa.

Benefit:

With the energy shield, the hot tub cover increases
energy efficiency significantly. It retains warmth and
reduces the need for constant heating, thereby
lowering utility costs and enhancing the spa'’s overall
efficiency. An Energy Shield hot tub cover is a great
investment if you want to enhance insulation,
increase energy efficiency, and prolong the lifespan
of your hot tub. The combination of a vapor barrier
and durable, weather-resistant materials makes this
cover ideal for hot tub owners who want to save on
heating costs, protect their cover from the elements,
and keep their water warm with less effort

Full-Length Steam Stopper

Explanation:

The full-length steam stopper is an element designed
to prevent steam from escaping from the hot tub, in
particular out the of center of the tub near the hinge
or fold. The full-length steam stopper runs along the
hinge from end to and works by working to retain heat
and steam. It is an extra piece of insulating wrapped
in your color and sewn into the full length of the
hinge/fold in order reduce steam and heat loss out
the sides or top of the hinge.

Benefit:

A Full-Length Steam Stopper is an excellent choice if
you're looking to maximize heat retention, minimize
steam loss, and reduce energy consumption. It
provides superior insulation, protects against the
elements, and is highly energy-efficient, making it a
smart investment for any hot tub owner, particularly
in colder climates.
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Reinforced Hinge

Explanation:

A reinforced hinge hot tub cover is designed with a
stronger hinge mechanism to offer better durability,
stability, and ease of use when opening and closing
the hot tub cover. The hinge is a critical component of
any hot tub cover, as it allows the cover to pivot or fold
back, providing access to the hot tub. A reinforced
hinge provides additional strength and longevity to
the cover, making it suitable for heavier covers and _
frequent use. -

Benefit:

The reinforcement offers additional support to

with stand the daily use of cover list. A reinforced hinge
hot tub cover is an excellent choice for hot tub owners
who need extra durability and strength in their cover
system. Whether you have a larger, heavier cover, or
you're looking for an option that provides easier
handling and smoother operation, the reinforced hinge
will deliver long-lasting performance. It not only
ensures that your cover operates safely and smoothly,
but also extends the lifespan of the cover by protecting
it from wear and tear caused by frequent use or harsh
environmental conditions

Cover Lifter Plates

Plessn Maln: Lifinr Plabss arn inseriad undamesth and

Explanation:

Hot Tub Cover Lifter Plates are key components of a : oo
cover lifter system that assist in the easy removal and
replacement of your hot tub cover. These plates are
typically used to attach the cover lifter's arms to the
hot tub's edges and help distribute the weight of the
cover as it's being lifted or removed. The lifter plates
ensure that the mechanism operates smoothly and
that the cover can be moved without causing
damage to the tub or the cover itself

Benefit:

Hot tub cover lifter plates are a critical component of

a cover lifter system, providing the strength and
stability needed to easily open and close your hot tub
cover. They protect the edges of your hot tub, distribute
weight evenly, and ensure that the lifter system works smoothly over time. Whether you're
installing a new cover lifter system or replacing existing plates, choosing high-quality lifter
plates will help extend the lifespan of your cover, make it easier to use, and reduce the risk of
damage to your hot tub.
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Cover Lifter

Explanation:

A hot tub cover lifter is a mechanism designed to
make it easier to remove and replace the cover of
your hot tub. These lifters are especially helpful for
those with heavier covers, as they help you open and
close the cover smoothly, without straining yourself or
damaging the cover or the hot tub itself. When you
pull on the lifter handle, the system lifts the cover
away from the hot tub and moves it to the side or
back of the tub. Many lifters also feature gas springs or
hydraulic lifts, which help assist with the lifting process,
making it easier and requiring less force.

Benefit:

A hot tub cover lifter is an excellent investment if you
want to make the process of removing and replacing
your hot tub cover quicker, easier, and safer. Whether
you have a heavy cover, a tight space, or simply want
to improve convenience, a cover lifter will make your
hot tub experience much more enjoyable.

Custom Cover Cap

Our custom built hot tub cover caps come with an exclusive 2 year warranty. All custom spa
cover caps are custom built to order under strict and exacting manufacturing tolerances and
offer a great way to protect your cover and look great while doing it. It can also be a great way
to cover an ugly cover. We can custom build each custom hot tub cover cap to fit any size hot
tub, including oversized hot tubs. All cover caps are built with a polyester fabric with UV
inhibitors in both the vinyl and thread prevents premature aging. Over 25 years in business
building the best built spa covers.
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5. MEASURING YOUR HOT TUB COVER
ACCURATELY

Taking precise measurements is one of the most critical steps when purchasing a replacement
hot tub cover. An incorrectly measured cover can result in a poor fit, reduced insulation
efficiency, and difficulty in securing it properly. Follow this step-by-step guide to ensure
accurate measurements and a perfect fit for your hot tub cover.

STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE FOR ACCURATE MEASUREMENTS
A. Measure The Length And Width

Getting the correct length and width is the first step to ensuring a proper fit for your
replacement cover.

« Use a rigid measuring tape for accuracy—flexible tapes can sag and cause incorrect
readings.

» Measure from one outer edge to the other at the widest points of your hot tub, including
any overhanging lips or unique shapes.

« If your hot tub is rectangular or square, measure along the two longest sides.

« For irregular shapes (such as oval, round, octagon, or kidney-shaped tubs), measure
across the longest and widest points.

 Always round up to the nearest half-inch to avoid getting a cover that's too tight.

Classic spa cabinets: Spa cabinets with top rail: In ground spas:
Measure the widest points Measure the widest points Measure the widest points
on the acrylic lip shown by on the top rail shown by above ground shown by

the arrows above. the arrows above. the arrows above.
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B. Measuring Hot Tubs with Rounded Corners

Many hot tubs have rounded or cut corners instead of sharp, square edges. Measuring
these correctly is essential for a snug fit.

- Use a straightedge (such as a ruler, yardstick, or stiff cardboard) and place it beyond the
curve of the hot tub’s corner

» Measure from where the straight edge meets the curve to the inside corner of the
tub—this is your corner radius.

* An incorrect corner radius measurement can cause a cover to overhang too much or
leave gaps, allowing heat to escape.

Using A Carpenter’s Square:
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corner to the beginning of the curve
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Example: 4.5” radius
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No Carpenter’s Square:

Use pieces of wood, cardboard or
anything with a straight edge.
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C. Measuring the Skirt and Strap Length

Skirt Length:

The skirt is the flap that extends downward from the cover’s edge to help seal in heat
and prevent water evaporation.

« Measure from the bottom of the cover down to where it overlaps the top edge of the
hot tub

« The skirt should be long enough to cover the spa cabinet without interfering with
the cover’s ability to close properly.

- If the skirt is too short, it won't provide proper coverage, allowing heat to escape. If it's
too long, it may bunch up or prevent the cover from sitting correctly.

5 2 L 9 S ¥ £ & 1 O

Strap Length:

* The strap length refers to the distance between where the strap is sewn into the hot tub
cover and the end of the strap where it connects to the buckle or locking mechanism
on the side of the hot tub cabinet.

« It's not the full perimeter of the strap—just the functional length that hangs down the
side of the cover.

* The strap length must be 1.5 inches greater than the skirt length
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D. Hot Tub Cover Strap Position

Where Should They Be?

Most hot tub covers have 4 straps, and they're usually positioned depending on the
position of the tub, its orientation to nearby buildings and objects, and desired handle
position. These straps go straight down the side of the hot tub and clip or lock onto the
spa cabinet. All new covers are required by federal law to have these straps on them.

B A B B A B

E. Identifying the Hinge Location and Features

Most hot tub covers fold in half and have a hinge running
through the middle for easy opening and closing.

- Measure the total length, including the hinge, to ensure it~ 4 4
folds correctly and aligns properly.

« If your hot tub has built-in features like speakers,
waterfalls, or control panels, document their positions
and adjust your measurements accordingly.

B FOLD

« Almost all covers have center-cut hinges that can
be cut along the A dimension or B dimension.

« When ordering you need to specify your preferred fold
or cut. A fold/cut of the A dimension indicates that the A
dimension will be cut in half. A fold/cut of the B \ 4

AFOLD

Y

AN

dimension means that the B dimension is cut in half.
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Please cut along the line
for designated radius.




